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General Meeting—Tuesday 6 September at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Wayne Koster, Senior Scientist. Applied Aquatic Ecology, Arthur Rylah Institute 


Topic: Deep divers, long rides and sudden endings: the challenges of anguillid eels during their single life-time 
Spawning quest. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 4 October at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


Speaker: Mark Le Pla, Conservation Ecology Centre, Cape Otway 


Topic: Mammal research in Carlisle Heath 


In the last month we have welcomed or welcomed back to the club... 


Donna Pearce, Clifton Springs; Leone and Robert Cameron, Torquay; John Miro, Geelong; 
Terrence Feldman, South Geelong 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of Zoom and Room’ for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the season—winter events will mainly be via Zoom. 


For indoor meetings all participants must be at least double vaccinated and we will ask you to verify that. 
Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the 2022 Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 26 September. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog—to the editor. 
The editor for the October edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw5//@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.ginc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
www.gtnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at hitos://www.dropbox.com/ 


sh/6wnnoji3jsusw1o0/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZooBIENT a?dl=0 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naiuralist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongF NCGroup, Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GENCLibrary 


The front cover photo by Graham Possingham shows a cygnet belonging to one of four Black Swan families at Lake 
Lorne, observed on 17/8/22 


The back cover photo by Lynne Clarke shows Bird Group excursion participants observing a Pied Currawong harassing 
a Tawny Frogmouth chick, at Blue Waters Lake, Ocean Grove on 25/8/22 


News from the committee 


A; our last Committee meeting we discussed resuming 
face to face meetings in the Botanic Gardens meeting 
room. Now that COVID numbers have fallen from their 
winter peak we'll have a mixture of meetings in the room 
and via Zoom, mainly based on speaker location and 
preference. We are currently preparing the 2023 program 
of events and plan to schedule out of town speakers in 
winter when meeting at the Gardens is less attractive. 


We will review plans in 2023 based on experiences over 
the next few months. We are aware that some members 
prefer Zoom meetings, and others prefer face to face, so 
we do need to strike a balance. One possibility to meet the 
needs of as many as possible is to video the meeting and 
make it available as a recording. Live streaming of a 
presentation would be ideal but is a more complex 
solution as it requires a dedicated person to manage the 
different audio and video streams in real time. We need to 


Graham Possingham, President 


experiment with the options and walk before we run! 


We are steadily working through various club procedures 
and rules to bring them up to date and reconcile multiple 
versions. We do have an updated list of club officers, 
representatives on various external bodies, and key 
contacts in other organisations and have shared that with 
those involved to verify. 


Other areas that need work are the guidelines for 
excursion leaders, our OH&S documents, a list of “who 
does what’ in the Committee and our code of conduct for 
members. We're also working on a Child Safe Policy. 
We'll share these updated documents more widely when 
they are available. 


Registration of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club as a Charity with the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission 


FR ccently the GFNC received registration as a charity 
with the ACNC. 


Since 2015 the GFNC has operated the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Environment Fund. This fund was registered as 
a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) with the Register of 
Environmental Organisations allowing the fund to receive 
tax-deductible donations to support the purposes of the 
Club. 


In 2021 Federal Government changed laws applying to the 
operation of DGR funds requiring all to be operated by a 
registered charity or to be a registered charity. These 
changes had effect from the end of 2021 with existing 
DGR having to apply to the ACNC for registration by the 
end of 2022. 


For the GFNC to continue to operate the Environment 
Fund as a tax-deductible entity, registration with the ACNC 


GFNC members Exploring Georges Hill, 21/8/22. Report p.14. 


David Boyle 


was required. This registration will have no impact upon 
the operation of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club except 
for different reporting mechanisms. General club finances 
and activities will remain separate from the Environment 
Fund. The fund will continue to operate as a DGR 
receiving tax-deductible donations from club members and 
the public. The fund has received very generous donations 
in excess of $25 000 in the past couple of years allowing a 
number of worthy and important projects to be supported, 
particularly those being undertaken in support of or by 
young people. 


Should you have any questions regarding this registration 
please contact Graham Possingham, David Boyle or Barry 
Lingham (the members of the Environment Fund 
management committee). 


Photo: Craig Morley 
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Cattle Egret in the Geelong Region 


Cattle Egret on Cape Otway Road 26/5/22 


n 18 January 1949, Dr A. Graham Brown noted in his 

field diary an unfamiliar bird as he surveyed a flooded 
paddock near Cororooke, a hundred yards from Lake 
Colac (see Figure 1). Amongst the several hundred 
White-faced Herons, a pair of Yellow-billed Spoonbills and 
a single Royal Spoonbill was ‘a small egret which had a 
warm buff back and throat’. This record was subsequently 
published in Emu (Brown 1949) describing the bird as 
being slightly smaller than a White-faced Heron, white in 
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Photo: Trevor Hodson 


colour with a yellow bill but ‘the most striking feature was 
that the neck and centre of the back were of a warm buff 
colour’. He surmised the identity of the bird to be a Cattle 
Egret Bubulcus ibis. This was the first recorded sighting in 
Victoria of what is now a regularly observed bird. In 1783, 
Boddaert referred to it as the ‘Coromandel ox-driver’, from 
Brisson, ‘Crabier de Coromandel (Fraser & Gray 2019). 
The Coromandel referred to is in south-eastern India. 
Crabier is the French word for ‘pond heron’. 
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Figure 1. Copy of diary entry by Dr A. Graham Brown reporting the first sighting in Victoria of a Cattle Egret 


It is known that eighteen Cattle Egret were introduced from 
India into the Kimberley region of Western Australia in the 
1930s but this was later thought to have failed (Jenkins 
1959). Subsequently the larger numbers recorded with the 
expansion of the cattle industry in the Territory and 
Queensland have been attributed to self-introduction. Their 
original home range includes northern Africa and Asia 
where they are associated with large grazing herbivores. 
As the cattle industry developed in northern Australia, the 
species started to move southwards and is now widely 
recorded. A first record in New Zealand was made in 1963, 
near Christchurch (Turbott et al. 1963). 
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Before 2001 there are few sightings (see Map 1) on eBird 
but this requires some caution in interpretation because of 
the paucity of records in that database for that period and 
the retrospective reporting of records. One also has to note 
that the pins on the eBird maps only indicate the presence 
of the targeted species and not the number of birds 
present. It is also important to note that there may be 
multiple records listed for a single pin. 


Looking at eBird records one can see sightings appearing 
in the decadal summary for 2001—2010 (see Map 2) and 
increasing for the 2011—2020 period (see Map 3). 


— bana 
‘ere yaw + 
"a jerry 
* i i "r 
7 n hte 4 A 
r i 
r i r a 
- P 
ü -= 
imao 
mr ok 
$ 


Map 3. Cattle Egret sightings, year round 2011-2020 


In the 1987 Atlas of Victorian Birds (Emison et al.1987) In terms of seasonal variation, it has been suggested that 
there are records of Cattle Egret in the Geelong area and they may now be resident in the district all year round but 
Trevor Pescott in his book, Geelong's Birdlife, In closer analysis indicates a period that varies in timing and 
Retrospect (Pescott 1996) confirms the increasing duration when there are no records found for the region. 
presence in the 1950s of these birds in the district. The Looking at records from the Geelong Bird Report 2013- 
species is now classified in the Geelong region as 2016 (see Table 1) there are records showing when the 
‘common, breeding records, autumn-winter migrant, species was last seen and first seen in the years 
occasional summer records. Widespread on pastures, concerned and there is a documented gap in reported 
where associated with grazing animals...’ (Morley 2018). sightings. 


Table 1. Adapted from Geelong Bird Report 2013—2016 p.228 showing dates of first and last sightings of Cattle Egrets 
in the region and the interval when the species is not reported in that data. 


2013-2014 2014-2015 
Last seen 23/11/2013 09/12/2014 24/11/2015 
06/01/2014 19/02/2015 03/01/2016 


Number of days 44 41 40 
without sighting 
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Looking at the data for 2011—2020 from eBird one can 
see quite clearly the reduction in the number of sightings 
in the December records compared with those in the 
months of October and May (see Maps 4, 5 and 6). These 
monthly maps were selected to demonstrate the varying 
records at a monthly level. There are few mentions of 
breeding in the district—probably February 1979 (Pescott 
1983) and unsuccessfully at Balyang Sanctuary, Newtown 
January 2009, when birds abandoned several nests dur- 
ing three days of extreme heat (Morley 2012). 
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Map 5. Cattle Egret sightings, monthly variation, December 2011—2020 


An observation of interest is that photographs submitted to 
eBird show birds seen in the early period after the 
summer absence are in apparent non-breeding plumage, 
whereas those photographed later in the year towards 
November and later are in breeding plumage. This is in 
agreement with the notion that Cattle Egret from Victoria 
appear to migrate in a northerly direction to breed and 
then return at the completion of the breeding season, 
either as adults with worn breeding plumage or young 
birds in non-breeding plumage. 
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Map 6. Cattle Egret sightings, monthly variation, May 2011—2020 


It has been interesting to research this paper and in 
particular the local connection. Dr A. Graham Brown was 
in general practice in Colac. He was a member and later 
President of the RAOU. He was a founding member of the 
Colac Field Naturalists Club and its first President. His 
diaries have been digitised by the Biodiversity Heritage 
Library and are a valuable record of the birds of Colac and 
district. 
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You Yangs Boneseed Pull Report 
2/-—28 August 2022 


Rob Beardsley 

B ravo boneseeders, bravo! Thanks for your great effort | The weekend weather was perfect for our activity, but 

over the weekend, ‘the corner has been turned’. I'm more impressive than that was the number of members 
happy to inform everyone that our site is cleared of and volunteers ready to toil. Ten for Saturday, including a 
regrowth that occurred during the pandemic and can once visitor from the Plenty Gorge Friends Group and eight on 
again, when it comes to controlling boneseed and the Sunday. 
resultant effect of native flora resurgence, be seen as 
'The Jewel of the You Yangs.' My sincere thanks to you all for answering the call and for 


your great work ethic. Well done! 
Most of the flowering boneseed plants were found within 
the NW quadrant of our hill. The south side had produced 
a much smaller amount of new growth, not yet in flower, 
most likely last seasons regrowth. 


Werwork 


invitation 


Gti 
Members of the GFNC are invited to participate in B ia g NY 
the Otway Biofest as part of The Great Southern 


Bioblitz being held over the last weekend of 
October. 


The Otway Biofest will have a base camp in the Gellibrand 
Holiday Park. The Biofest will also have a coastal 
component based in Apollo Bay. Camping will be subsidised 
for participants. Day only participants are 

welcome. There will be 
presentations with guest speakers 
as well as excursion activities. 
During the Biofest, teams will be 
formed that will move out to 
different locations and monitor/ID 
different interests (birds, mammals, $ 
fish, intertidal zones, orchids, fungi, 
water bugs, plants, etc). These 
Group excursion are planned to 
significant sites in the nearby National Parks. 


For further program details and /or 
booking a camp site 


contact - Andrew Gray, 


Central Otway Landcare Network. 


andygray@coln.org.au 
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Platypus sightings in the St George River near Lorne 


he Platypus Ornithorhynchus anatinus has a wide 

distribution stretching from northern Queensland, 
through the eastern half of New South Wales, much of 
Victoria, far south-eastern South Australia and most of 
Tasmania (Menkhorst and Knight 2011). 


The species is purely aquatic and inhabits creeks and 
rivers of all sizes as well as natural lakes, some farm 
dams and other human-made water storages. The 
Platypus is mostly crepuscular and nocturnal, but is 
sometimes seen during the day (Fig. 1). However, in 
recent years due to extensive severe bushfires and a 
drying climate, numerous populations have declined or 
disappeared and the species is now categorised as 
vulnerable under the Victorian Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988 (DELWP 2022). Fortunately, over the 
years the Platypus has been recorded from many 
locations throughout the Otway Ranges and is especially 
well known from places like the Gellibrand River, Barwon 
River and Lake Elizabeth near Forrest. The species Is 
also seen in the St George River catchment, especially at 
the ‘Mirror Pool’ below the Allenvale camp ground and in 
the Allen Dam further upstream. 


— 


Figure 1. Platypus in Upper Hopkins River, 26/8/2021. 


Photo: Wayne Suffield 


My introduction to wildlife and the outdoors in general was 
through fishing trips with my father and grandfather in the 
1950s and 1960s. By the early 1970s | had progressed 
from bait and spinner fishing to fly-fishing. The great 
benefit of fly-fishing to a naturalist is that you tend to 
spend a lot of time wandering quietly around streams at 
dusk, the perfect time to observe Platypus. Whilst | have 
fished many streams in other parts of Victoria over the 
years and seen Platypus in virtually all areas, over the 
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Peter Homan 


last 20 years most of my fly-fishing has been restricted to 
the St George River at Allenvale, near Lorne. 


Most observations of Platypus in the St George have 
been opportunistic. | will be standing quietly watching the 
hatch of caddis, mayflies and other freshwater 
macroinvertebrates and deciding when and where to cast 
the fly to a feeding fish, when suddenly a Platypus 
appears on the surface. In most cases the animal remains 
floating on the surface for no more than 10 seconds and 
then disappears in a silky-smooth dive. Of course, when 
this happens fishing is suspended; the last thing | want is 
to hook a Platypus. | tend to remain at the pool where the 
Platypus was seen in the hope of seeing it again, but on 
many occasions the animal is only seen once. However, 
occasionally a Platypus will surface many times, which 
occurred on 24 December 2021, when one individual put 
on a beautiful display for 12 minutes (Fig. 2). This activity 
occurred again at the same pool on the evening of 18 
January 2022, when an individual of the same size 
remained feeding for 10 minutes. 
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Figure 2. Platypus on surface at pool on St George River, 
24/12/2022. 


Photo: Peter Horman 


On the evening of 30 December 2021, | was fortunate to 
observe three individual Platypuses of different sizes in 
three different pools. On one occasion in September 
2012, | was lucky enough to discover a Platypus burrow 


(Fig. 3). 


During late 2021 and early 2022, the number of Platypus 
sightings in the St George was greater than in previous 
years. Of course, one important variable in these results 
is the number of times | go fishing, which is usually 


governed by the weather and the condition of the river. 
Nevertheless, between early November 2021 and late 
March 2022, | fished the St George on 14 occasions 
during the evening usually between 7.30 p.m. and 

9.30 p.m. EDST, resulting in 11 sightings of Platypus 
(Table 1). All sightings have been in pools up to 500 m 
upstream and 500 m downstream from the Allenvale 
bridge and on each occasion the river was low and the 
water clear. The sizes of the individual Platypuses varied, 
but going by location, time seen and size | would estimate 
that the actual number of individuals was probably eight. 
All Platypus records from the St George River have been 
lodged with the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas. 


The latest Commonwealth State of the Environment 
Report paints a disturbing picture for the future of much of 
our wildlife. In Gippsland and north-east Victoria, severe 
bushfires in the summer of 2020 had a negative impact on 
streams and consequently Platypus populations. It is 
therefore very pleasing to know that a population of one 
Our iconic species, the Platypus, appears to be thriving in 
a river and catchment that is mostly protected in a national 
park. 


Table 1. Platypus sightings in St George River, 


Figure 3. Platypus burrow, St. George River, 26/9/2012 


Photo:Peter Homan 


Allenvale near Lorne, 2021—2022. 


2/11/2021 No sightings 


5/12/2021 No sightings ee 
7.58 p.m. 38.5535 143.9618 


6/12/2021 No sightings 
8/12/2021 One sighting 


21/12/2021 Two sightings 8.54 & 9.11 p.m. 38.5489 143.9591 
24/12/2021 One sighting 8.23—8.35 p.m. 38.5453 143.9589 


8.05 p.m. 143.9589 
8.35 p.m. 143.9606 
9.26 p.m. 143.9591 
9.18 p.m. 143.9591 


18/1/2022 One sighting 8.00—8.10 p.m. 38.5453 143.9589 


20/1/2022 No sightings 


16/3/2022 One sighting 7.20—7.30 p.m. 38.9489 143.9591 


21/3/2022 One sighting 


7.53 p.m. 38.5472 143.9606 


References: 


DELWP (2022) Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988—Threatened List, June 2022 (Department of Environment, 


Land, Water and Planning: East Melbourne). 


Menkhorst P. and Knight F. (2011) A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia, 3rd Edition. (Oxford University Press: 


South Melbourne). 
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Vale lan Woodland 


Deborah Evans and Diana Primose 


FNC members were sorry to hear of the recent death interested in orchids and was an active member of the 


of lan Woodland. lan was one of our Club's original Botany Group at that time—along with Leila Ramsay, 
Foundation Members, joining in 1961. He passed away in Francis and Elsie Poole, Betty Quirk, and others. Birds 
July aged 86 years. and insects were also high on his list and he made 


several ‘life histories’ of insects through their stages of 


lan was born in Rochester in 1936 and attended primary development 


and secondary schools there. Coming to Geelong he 
attended Geelong High School, and later Geelong lan was a member of the Highton Probus Club. He was a 
Teachers College where he studied for his career as a true gentleman with a lovely sense of humour and 
primary school teacher. He taught in a number of primary generous spirit. 

schools in the Geelong area, and was latterly appointed 
Principal at Newport. lan made the most of school 
holidays, and also his retirement years, travelling 
extensively overseas and recording his travels with 


The GFNC sends its condolences to his brother Dennis 
and wife Lois, sister Pat and husband David, his nieces 
and nephews and their families. 


photos and movies. He had a fund of fascinating stories to We should leave the last words of this obituary to lan 
tell. himself when he said: 

After joining the GFNC lan was an active Committee ‘This World has been a marvellous place. | have enjoyed 
member for many years (1964—1978) taking positions as every minute’ 


Treasurer, Vice-President, Assistant Librarian, and 
Projectionist. In the 1990s he coordinated the Juniors 
Group, which met prior to the General Meeting each 
month. Along with Joyce Hunt, Dave King and Gordon 
McCarthy, lan was a leader of the Juniors Group 
organising excursions and inspiring these junior members 
about the wonders of natural history. To the extent that at 
least one, probably more, have gone on to make their 
life-long career in the environmental area. 


Vale lan. 


lan was fascinated by natural history and was a devoted 
naturalist with a wide range of Knowledge, which he 
happily passed on to others. He was an active member of 
the Geelong Movie Club and won a number of awards for 
his photography—both still and movie. He was particularly 


ANGAIR 


WILDFLOWER 
& ART WEEKEND 


fter a gap of two years, when the event was not 
run due to COVID, the Club will again have a 
Stall at the Angair Wildflower and Art Weekend on 
17-18 September (10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.) in 
Anglesea. 
We need some volunteers to run the stall, so if you 
can help, please contact Naomi Wells 


at naomicwells@gmail.com with your availability for 


the roster. 
Usually we do 2 hour shifts in pairs, so 3 shifts a 
day. 
17 & 18 September 2022 a 
10 am — 4 pm 
Anglesea Memorial Hall 


McMillan Street, Anglesea 
Tickets: $5 adults, $2 pensioners & secondary students Cash Only 


Enquiries: email admin@angair.ore.au 
ph 5263 1085 
WWW.angalr.org.au 


ANGATIR, 
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Spitfires 


he female sawfly landed on a gum leaf. She was a 

type of wasp, but without the narrow waist of many 
wasps, and without a sting. She was about 2.5 cm long 
and quite colourful, her brown and black body overlaid by 
see-through brown wings, a patch of yellow on each 
shoulder and on her back, orange legs, and short orange 
antennae stretching out in front of her large black eyes. 
She gripped with the sharp claws of her feet as she 
inspected the leaf and found the midvein. She would lay 
her eggs beside it. There were few male sawflies, and she 
could produce fertile eggs without mating. Like other 
wasps, she had an egg-laying tube called an ovipositor on 
the end of her abdomen. Unlike other wasps, a sawfly’s 
ovipositor is saw-like, allowing her to cut into the leaf and 
lay her cluster of eggs inside it. Most of her life had been 
spent as a larva, and she would only live as an adult for 
one or two weeks. She would not feed, but she would fulfil 
her purpose, to start the next generation. 


A few weeks after the sawfly died, her eggs hatched. 
Three of the larvae chewed through the leaf’s tough waxy 
cuticle to emerge on the underside of the leaf. Over the 
next hour, their forty siblings followed through the hole 
they had made. The larvae formed a ring, heads 
outwards, on the underside of the leaf. At night, they 
dispersed to the edges of the leaf to feed, regathering ina 
group at dawn. As the larvae grew, they shed their skins 
regularly, developing into the large black grubs with 
scattered white hairs, that we recognise as spitfires. When 
the group was too heavy to remain on a single leaf, they 
moved to a twig and formed a cluster instead of a ring. 
Even when they were very small, if the group felt 
threatened by a predator, such as a bird, they all raised 
their heads and regurgitated a thick and unpleasant yellow 
fluid containing the oils in the eucalyptus leaves they had 
been eating. Despite this, a currawong was undeterred 
and ate a few grubs. 


Although this defence works against many predators, 
there are some that can bypass it, and are far more of a 
threat to a colony of spitfires. A few wasps and flies see 
them as an ideal source of food for their own larvae. There 
are flies that walk around the edge of a colony and lay 
their eggs on grubs at the perimeter. One species of wasp 
lays their eggs on the margins of leaves, which is where 
spitfires prefer to feed. Spitfires eat the eggs, which 
remain inside them. Other wasps walk over groups of 
small grubs, pierce their skins with their ovipositor, and lay 
their eggs inside the spitfires. The spitfires continue to 
grow. 


Spitfires have little defence against these attacks, but they 
have at least one survival strategy that helps. Each colony 
has leaders. These grubs are found at the front and the 
rear of the group. They lead the group out to feed in the 
evening, and back again before daylight. When the colony 
has fed on a leaf, they leave behind chemical traces which 
indicate that they have been there. This is a clue that flies, 
wasps and other predators can use to find the spitfires. As 
the last grub, which will be one of the leaders, leaves the 
leaf, it chews through the stalk, so that the leaf falls to the 


Wendy Cook 


ground. If too many members of a colony die, the group 
separates, with grubs wandering alone or falling from the 
tree and dying. It is possible that this is due to a lack of 
leaders. 


When the spitfires were fully grown, the surviving 
members gathered with grubs from other colonies on the 
same tree. They formed a large group on the tree's trunk, 
then crawled down to the ground, where a few became 
meals for lizards. Together, they found a place to burrow 
into the ground near the base of a tree. Still in a tightly 
packed group, each grub built an underground cocoon, 
including some of the unpleasant eucalyptus oil to help 
deter predators, such as beetles. Now, while the spitfires 
were changing into adult sawflies, was the time for any 
wasp or fly eggs that were laid in or on them to hatch. The 
larvae from these eggs eat the spitfires while they pupate. 
The weather can also prevent spitfires from becoming 
adults. If the soil is too wet, they may become infected by 
fungi, and if it is too dry, they may desiccate. 


Spitfires will only emerge from the ground as sawflies if 
conditions are right. They can wait in their cocoons for four 
years. That summer was very hot and dry, so few sawflies 
appeared and there were few clusters of spitfires on trees. 
The next summer was cooler. Those who had been lucky 
enough to avoid the many threats they faced as larvae 
and while pupating, waited until autumn, then dug their 
way out of the soil, flew up into a nearby tree, found a 
suitable place to saw a hole in a leaf and laid eggs. 
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Invertebrates Report—Winter 2022 


V any invertebrates are either inactive over winter or, 
where their lifecycles are characterised by autumnal 
egg-laying, are awaiting the warmer weather before 
emerging. 


This report, reviewing the observations submitted to 
iNaturalist during winter, illustrates the point above, with 
only 129 observations submitted with 83 species recorded. 


Many insect orders were represented with 78 observations 
in total, consisting of 53 species. Multiple species 
observations included ant species, as well as the 
butterflies, Australian Painted Lady and Imperial Jezebel, 
both seen in early June. 


The iNaturalist Invertebrate Project captures all 


Rod Lowther 


Arthropods, that is, invertebrate animals with an 
exoskeleton—a segmented body and paired joined 
appendages. One group of animals that fall within the 
Arthropod Phylum are the Crustaceans—mostly aquatic 
animals with a tough outer shell that can be most readily 
seen along our coasilines. 


The GFNC Invertebrates Project has recorded 301 
Crustacean observations with 48 species noted. In the last 
three months, four project members (Bernie Lingham, 
Pete Crowcroft, Naomi Wells and Helen Schofield) added 
a further 20 crustacean observations. 


The full Crustacean species list for our area can be viewed 
by clicking on the following link: Species List. The table 
below lists the observations made recently. 


Common Name Scientific Name Date Location Comments Observer 
Observed 


Purple Mottled 
Shore Crab 


Cyclograpsus 
granulosus 


Light-Blue Soldier 


Mictyris longicarpus 
Crab 


European Green Carcinus maenas 


Crab 


sand Crab Ovalipes australiensis 


Soldier Crab Mictyris platycheles 


10 Geelong Naturalist September 2022 


- 
13/06/2022 Ocean 
Grove 


Smooth Pebble Bellidilia laevis (nna 
Crab 


E 


Rough Rock Crab | Nectocarcinus 3/07/2022 Swan Bay 
integrifrons 
3/07/2022 Portarlington 


15/07/2022 Ocean 
Grove 


This Australian crab is found along 
the stony or boulder 

beaches across Tasmania, 

Western Victoria across to 
Adelaide. It has a body width of up 
to 40 mm and lives in the 

upper midlittoral level (area not cov- 
ered by all tides) where it scrapes 
out a shallow depression under a 
stone. 


BML 


First record of this species in our 


region, occasionally found on East- 
ern Victoria beaches. 

However, generally its range in 
Australia is from Wilsons 
Promontory extending to Cape York 
Peninsula. Also found in parts of 
Asia. The males may form into large 
‘armies which traverse the beach at 
low tide, before the crabs dig into 
the sand to wait for the next low 
tide. 


A small Australian crab found 
mainly around Port Phillip Bay and 
Western Port Bay. 


This invasive species is now 
widespread across the world. It 
Originated from around Norway and 
in the Baltic Sea and lives in the 
intertidal Zone, particularly marsh/ 
mud areas with aquatic vegetation. 
First reported in Port Phillip Bay in 
the 1880's. A predator that feeds on 
bivalve molluscs and other small 
crustaceans. 


PCr 


An Australia species found in Port 
Phillip Bay and other sheltered 
locations. 


A mid-sized southern Australian 
crab often sought by recreational 
hunters. It is fished commercially in 
some areas. 

The more common Mictyris 
species found around Victoria and 
Tasmania mudflats. The species 


NW 


BML 


feeds by picking up sand or mud in 
its mouth and filtering out the food 
particles. Like all species of this 
genus, it can congregate in large 
numbers when conditions are good. 


Common Scientific Name Date Location Comments Observer 
Name Observed 


Hermit Crab Superfamily 7/08/2022 The Bluff, A small local species of Hermit PCr 
Paguroidea Barwon Heads | crab. Like all Hermit crabs it uses a 
mollusc shell to protect its own 
fragile exoskeleton. There are only 
a few records in Victoria, ranging 
from Anglesea to Mornington 
Peninsula. 


Acorn Barnacle 


Chthamalus 7/08/2022 The Bluff, The most common Barnacle in our 

antennatus Barwon Heads | area. Located on rocky high wave 
energy seashores at or around 
high tide level. These creatures 
filter feed at high tide only. 


Sea Centipede | Euidotea bakeri 1108/2022 The Bluff, This isopod (like a sea-based 
Barwon Heads woodlice or slater) is a filter feeder 
that lives in rock pools. 
Surf Barnacle Catomerus polymerus 8/08/2022 The Bluff, An uncommon barnacle species 
| Barwon Heads with only five local records in 
iNaturalist. 


Red Rock Crab | Guinusia chabrus 20/08/2022 Kennett River, A large—eyed marine crab found 
Otways across the southern, Indian and 
Pacific Oceans areas. Generally 
only seen as beach-washed 
specimens following a storm. 


Common Porcellio scaber 15/06/2022 Bannockburn Common slater seen in most 
Rough gardens—an introduced species. 


Woodlouse 


3 observations Pr 2 observations 1 observation 


European Green Crab Soldier Crab Sand Crab Common Rough Wood... 


1 observation 


Smooth Pebble Crab Surf Barnacle Purple Mottled Shore ... 


A -43 — 
1 observation 


l observation 


Rough Rock Crab Sea Centipede Pagurixus jerviensis 
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Thanks to the following members who submitted 
observations during this reporting period: 


BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; 
HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; KCI, Kelly 
Clitheroe; LBc, Lindy Buckley; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MMcD, 
Margie McDonald; NW, Naomi Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; 
RLw, Rod Lowther; RAu Ross Auchetti; SKr, Susan 
Kruss; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook. 


Note: the GFNC Invertebrates Collection is a member— 
only project. For your observations to be included, you 
must join the Project, This can be done after you log into 
your iNaturalist account. The project can be found under 
Community>Projects, search ‘GFNC Invertebrates 
Collection’. You need only register once. Currently there 
are 49 GFNC club members registered with the 


Invertebrates Collection. 
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Bird Group excursion report—Grasstree Park, 
Point Impossible and Breamlea 
28 July 2022 


large group of bird enthusiasts braved the conditions 

to meet at Grasstree Park, a small park close to 
Torquay. One half of this park is classified as ‘dog 
friendly’, the remaining area is a grass tree and wildflower 
sanctuary (for more information see https:// 
www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/Experience/Parks-and-reserves 
-listing/Grasstree-Park-Nature-Reserve). The Surf Coast 
Shire established a masterplan for this area in 2016. 
Council has progressively removed the weedy Coastal 
Tea-tree as part of a plan to re-establish the native 
heathland. Burn-offs have also taken place in the last two 
years and much of this area has wonderful grass tree 
regrowth. Small stands of larger trees are in stark 
contrast to the grass tree area. We observed 25 species 
here including Eastern Spinebills, Crimson and Eastern 
Rosellas, New Holland Honeyeaters and Striated 
Pardalotes amongst others. It was also lovely to see 
many beautifully soun spider webs glistening in the 
morning sun. 


We then moved onto Point Impossible, well Known as a 
popular long boarding surf spot. ‘It is a low, calcarenite 
point, capped by 10 m high foredunes and bordered by 
the mouth of Thompson Creek. The gravel road from 
Torquay runs out to the point, where there is a large car 
park. A small beach (Point Impossible Beach) lies in front 
of the car park and forms the western boundary of 
Thompson Creek. A foreshore reserve and the road back 
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Kerry Haddon 


the 4.5 km long White’s Beach, with car parks and access 
tracks across the dune.’ (https://beachsafe.org.au). Here, 
there were a variety of areas to explore including the 

beach and grasslands. In this large area we observed 27 


species including a large flock of Double-banded Plovers. 


The weather began to turn from sunshine to rain, 
however that did not stop a small group heading across to 
Breamlea for lunch. With perfect timing, the weather dried 
up again after lunch allowing the group to conduct some 
observations at the river and along Horwood Drive. We 
observed 31 species, highlights being the raptors 
including a couple of Wedge-tailed Eagles in the distance, 
a Whistling Kite and a Black-shouldered Kite, and 
waterbirds including spoonbills, herons, cormorants and 
Ibis. 

eBird Lists for the day: 


Grasstree Park: https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
93115942174 


Point Impossible: httos://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
9115942080 


Breamlea: httos://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
5115887974 


Thank you to everyone who attended. 


August butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


he new season's butterflies are here. Cabbage Whites, Observers: 

usually only singly. Perhaps there was no time without DBI, Darren Bird; DTy, David Tytherleigh; JCrr, Jen Carr; 
them. An Imperial Jezebel in July and two in August, a JN, John Newman; KBr, Karyn Brown; TFI, Tom Fletcher; 
Monarch and the first of the browns—Australian Painted TZa, Troy Zanker. 
Ladies and a Yellow Admiral. Also, a Blotched Dusky-blue 
at Anglesea. John Newman notes that it is noticeably 
smaller than the Varied Dusky-blue. 


2/7122 Leopold One seen in sunshine along 
side of Whitehorse Rd 
approx. 11 a.m. 

2/1/22 Moolap One seen flying along side of 
Woods Rd approx. 
12.30 p.m. in sunshine 

16/8/22 Belmont Two seen flying in bright sun | JN 
1.30 p.m. 

21/8/22 Maude One flying in sunshine, JN 
roadside 2.00 p.m. 

21/8/22 Moolap One flying in sunshine late JN 
morning 


19/7/22 Drysdale One. At rest on a plant in my 
front garden. Settled in for 
the night 

21/8/22 Gherang One seen approx 12.30 p.m. 
on a sunny day, flying 
around regenerating 
eucalypts in burned forest 


28/8/22 Anglesea Heath One sitting in middle of dirt 
road at approx. 6.00 p.m. 


Cabbage White JN, DTy 


JN, DTy 


Imperial Jezebel 


JN, DTy 


JN 


Mistletoes in surrounding 
trees 


2111/22 Avalon truck stop | One in the car park JCrr, TFI 
Australian Painted 8/8/22 Geelong Botanic One. Sunning on shrub DTy 
Lady Garden outside the green house 
13/8/22 Geelong Botanic One. Feeding in flower bed DTy, TZa, KBr 
Garden beside glass house 
Ss 28/8/22 Anglesea Heath Two seen in late afternoon 
sun 


Yellow Admiral 13/8/22 Geelong Botanic One. In rapid flight and DTy, TZa, KBr 
Garden sunning in top section of 


non-flowering Buddleia bush 
along the northern pathway 


Blotched Dusky-blue 21/8/22 Anglesea One at 10.10 a.m. in early JN 
morning sun 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 
deductible. 
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Excursion report—Georges Hill, Barrabool 


21 August 2022 
Leaders: Stephen Murphy and Ross George 


and at Georges Hill has been owned by various 

branches of the George families for six generations. 
Ross and Lyn George welcomed us to their property of 
around 180 acres that they purchased from a family 
member in 2001. Perched high above the Barwon River on 
the Barrabool Hills escarpment, this site has always 
interested the Geelong Field Naturalists due to the 
interesting geology, aboriginal history, flora and fauna. The 
site was visited by GFNC members in October 1978 and 
the excursion report by Valda Dedman was published in 
the May 1979 issue of the Geelong Naturalist. 


When the Ross family moved to the site in 2005, the 
hillside was mostly barren with many weeds. They did not 
intend to undertake agricultural uses for the land so they 
enlisted the services of Stephen Murphy who was an 
expert on developing shelter belt vegetation in the Geelong 
area. 


otephen developed a planned revegetation program to 
create a low-maintenance habitat that would enhance 
biodiversity and the amenity of the property. He suggested 
a wide range of tree and shrub species that would be 
planted across the site, mostly indigenous to the area but 
some planted for future firewood or potential timber 
harvesting. The family planted around 5000 plants per year 
for 15 years with the resulting forest greatly enhancing the 
habitat value of the site. 


After meeting and hearing some of the history of the 
property from Ross and Stephen, our group walked off to 
explore the plantation area. The variety of trees was 
extensive and we noted that many were naturally 
regenerating so no further planting would be needed. The 
moist moss beds covering most of the surface had 
developed as the plantation grew. Many small indigenous 
herbs and grasses were also beginning to become 
established. 


We emerged from the plantation to the ridge of rock that 
capped the hill. Here we were shown the old quarry where 


Barry Lingham 


this unusual rock type was attempted to be mined 
commercially. Initially, rock drills were unable to penetrate 
the hard rock to allow blasting. The venture failed when 
they were unable to find a solid rock face, only individual 
rocks (floaters). The rock is one of the most ancient rocks 
found in Victoria. It is a type of greenstone from the 
Cambrian period, created some 500 million years ago as in 
igneous intrusion into even older rocks. 


The igneous rock cooled slowly to form a type of gabbro, 
but later metamorphosis via extreme heat and pressure 
changed the mineral composition of the rock to form 
greenstone. The rock is also known as epidiorite or 
metagabbro. Gabbro is an igneous rock composed mostly 
of plagioclase and clinopyroxene minerals. It is altered to 
form metagabbro containing Mg-rich amphibole minerals 
during metamorphosis. The area has experienced uplift 
and erosion, exposing the hard greenstone cap that has 
resisted the weathering and erosion. 


Greenstone rocks are rare in Victoria. A small outcrop of 
the same rock occurs at the nearby Dog Rocks area. The 
stone was prized by the Wadawarrung for making axe 
heads because the hard dense stone could be worked and 
ground to create a sharp and durable edge. 


From our position on top of the hill, we could also view the: 


e You Yangs and Dog Rocks—Devonian granite formed 
deep underground some 365 million years ago 


e Barrabool Hills—Cretaceous sandstone deposited into 
a large shallow lake about 135 million years ago 


e Batesford limestone—Miocene sedimentary limestone 
formed in shallow seas about 15.5 to 16.5 million years ago 


e Volcanic plains—more recent volcanic flows that filled 
the Barwon River valley several times during the past 5 
million years. 


View from the ridge, Georges Hill, 21/8/22 
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Photo: Craig Morley 


Morning tea was taken on the deck of the Ross home 
where we admired a table made from a large slab of 
polished greenstone. Our repast was interrupted by the 
appearance of several raptor species including Little 
Eagles, Wedge-tailed Eagles and Brown Falcons. 


We then drove downhill to the south bank of the Barwon 
River. The murky water was flowing swiftly after recent 
rains, but the deep-water hole used for swimming usually 
contained pristine water where Platypus were often 
present. There were many bush birds present and riparian 


plants grew along the banks. Many small River Redgum 
saplings were evidence of the high flood level reached in 
2011. 


sincere thanks to the Georges for allowing us to visit and 
to Stephen Murphy for sharing his knowledge. Thanks also 
to Craig Morley and Graham Possingham for creating eBird 
lists for the excursion. 


Dusky Woodswallows, one appearing to levitate! Georges Hill, 21/8/22 
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Further reading about the Barrabool Hills: 


Murphy, S. Recreating the country blog, accessed 29 
August 2022 


1. Barrabool Hills vegetation. Part 1, From ancient 
rainforests 


2. Barrabool Hills vegetation. Part 2, the arrival of Homo 
sapiens 


3. Barrabool Hills vegetation. Part 3, its original & natural 
condition in 1835. Plant density. 


4. Barrabool Hills vegetation, Part 4, plant species. 
‘Drooping Sheoaks adorned the hills’. 


Contact Barrabool Hills Landcare for a copy of the 
excellent publication: 


Flora of the Hills https://barraboolhillslandcare.org.au/ 
barrabool-hills-landcare-publications/ 
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Bird list Georges Hill, Barrabool, 21/08/22 


House area and Barwon River zone 
greenstone quarry 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Little Eagle 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Whistling Kite 

Nankeen Kestrel 

Brown Falcon 

Galah 

Corella sp. 
sulohur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 

Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Rainbow Lorikeet 

Superb Fairywren 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
opiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 

Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 

Weebill 

Grey Shrikethrush 

Golden Whistler 

Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie (White-backed) 
Willie Wagtail 

Grey Fantail 

Little Raven 

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Eurasian Skylark 
Welcome Swallow 
vilvereye 

Mistletoebird 

Red-browed Finch 

House Sparrow 

European Goldfinch 
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August fauna report 


= ollowing is a summary of mammals, reptiles and frogs 
recorded on the GFNC observations pages by Club 
members. These pages provide a wonderful record of the 
various species observed, and the following list brings 
together the sightings of each of the various species 
observed. 

Short-beaked Echidna: two observed road-killed, one on 
the Cape Otway Road at Kildean Road on 29 July (TP), 
the other on the Princes Highway, east side just south of 
Pigdon’s Road, on 31 July (LCI). 


Common Ringtail Possum: on 5 August one was 
watched walking along powerlines in Mercer Parade, 
Newtown (SRo). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: 25 were seen at the Anakie 
Gorge picnic ground in the Brisbane Ranges on 13 August 
(SRo). On 20 August five were seen at Wurdiboluc in the 
late afternoon, standing upright with strong sunshine on 
their chests, presumably appreciating the warmth after 
cold weather (TP). 


Red-necked Wallaby: one was seen grazing on the side 
of the Bambra Road north of Painkalac Reservoir on 
14 August (CFr, GA). 


Swamp Wallaby: on 22 July two were seen about 1 km 
apart beside the Barwon River at Fyansford (BSm), then 
on 14 August one, quite an old individual, was seen at 
Graham’s Creek picnic ground in the Brisbane Ranges 
(GP,JPo). 


House Mouse: one was seen scampering across the 
garden at Yaugher, mid-afternoon on 31 July (TP). 


Red Fox: at 8.45 a.m. on 18 July, one was seen ina 
paddock about 20 m from the highway at Gheringhap, 
travelling towards nearby farm houses (BSm), and on 

21 July a large individual was seen scratching at 
something in a farm paddock next to Brisbane Track in the 
Brisbane Ranges at 2.58 p.m. ‘It glanced at me a few 
times but kept doing what it was doing. (RAu). (In the 
fauna report last month | recorded one fox at Swan Bay— 
there were three foxes seen.) 


Feral Goat: a very large number of goat calls were heard 
coming from the quarantine area west of Brisbane Track in 
the Brisbane Ranges at 3.45 p.m. There were at least 
three goats seen, but there may have been more unseen 
(RAu). 


Southern Elephant Seal: late afternoon on 2 August one 
had hauled up onto the sand above high tide line, midway 
between Bell's Beach and Winki Pop stairs. She is the 
same individual (branded U7 97) that was seen on the 
beach at Separation Creek in June (GGt). 


Eastern Smooth Frog: one heard calling intermittently 
before rain began on 31 July (TP). 


Common Eastern Froglet: two heard calling from 
Graham's Creek in the Brisbane Ranges on 14 August 
(GP, JPo). 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Southern Brown Tree-frog: on 5 August one was heard 
calling from a garden in Reigate Road, Highton (CFr), 
many were heard calling after rain from Jan Juc Creek at 
8.30 p.m. (GGt), and another was heard calling from a 
neighbours garden where there is a swimming pool in 
Highton on 14 August (GP, JPo). Also on 14 August one 
was heard at Bambra Wetland at 2.00 p.m. (TP). 


Marbled Gecko: one found in a metal curtain rail stored 
under a veranda in Belmont on 3 August (BSm). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: one noted during boneseed 
clearing at the Saddle area of the You Yangs on 
28 August (BL) 


Metallic Skink: at 2.00 p.m. on 4 August on a sunny, 
windy afternoon at least four were seen sun-basking on a 
stack of logs against a north-facing brick wall in Belmont, 
and another was seen sunning itself in a different part of 
the garden. One was seen on the same log-stack on 

28 August, again a sunny afternoon (TP). 


Metallic Skinks sun-basking, 


Belmont, 4/8/22 Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink: one basking on the sun 
deck at Deal Avenue, Jan Juc on 29 August (GGt). Five 
seen during the boneseed clearing at the Saddle area of 
the You Yangs on 28 August (BL) 


Little Whip Snake: four found under broken concrete at 
Buckley Falls on 28 August (LBr). 
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Little Whip Snake, 28/8/22 Photo: Helen Schofield 
Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; BSm, Brett Smith; CFr, 
Chrissy Freestone; GA, George Appleby; GGt, Geoff 
Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; LBr Lance Breguet; LCI, Lynne Clarke; RAu 
Ross Auchettl; SRo, Scott Roloh; TP, Trevor Pescott. 
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July Fauna Survey: the following bird-list was compiled during our July fauna survey, when we set out a 28-tile grid in 
the north-west corner of the north section of the Bannockburn Bush Reserve on 9 July. (Thanks Chrissy Freestone and 
scott Rolph. ) 


staan Ry [Yet a 
[ea Rea [ey sista 
1 | White-plumed Honeyeater | 1 | Australian Magpie 


Rainbow Lorikeet 2 Striated Pardalote 1 Eastern Yellow Robin 1 


Superb Fairywren Brown Thornbill Common Blackbird 


August Fauna Survey: the proposed fauna survey at Grasstree Park, Torquay scheduled for 11—14 August was 
abandoned because of heavy rain and possible thundery weather. 


Australia’s favourite mammal 


Trevor Pescott 
ach year we are able to vote for our favourite bird, Southern Bent-wing Bats Miniopterus oraianae bassanii 
thanks to Birdlife Australia. From a list provided by the are found in south-west Victoria and south-east South 

Melbourne Museum poll we chose Koo/lasuchus Australia. In his book Wildlife of the Otways and 
clellandi—known only from Cretaceous period fossils Shipwreck Coast (2019) Grant Palmer notes that it is 
found on the south Gippsland coast—as Victoria's fossil ‘considered critically endangered and facing a high risk of 
emblem (to go alongside the Leadbeater’s Possum, extinction. Population numbers have declined by around 
Helmeted Honeyeater, Common Sea-dragon and 90% over the past few decades and the current estimate 
Common Heath in their respective categories). Our is below 20 000 individuals.’ They roost in huge colonies in 
favourite trees are Mountain Ash and River Red Gum, and the caves in the basalt flows in the Stony Rises and 


now a poll arrange by COSMOS has discovered our beyond. 
favourite mammals. The choice is neither Koala nor Red 
Kangaroo but the Southern Bent-winged Bat, followed by 
the Dingo. 


The Dingo is locally extinct but there is little doubt that it 
was here at the time of European settlement, and may 
have been hunted in the manner of fox-hunting prior to the 
COSMOS is a science journal published in Adelaide by arrival of foxes. 

the Royal Institute of Australia. First issued in June 2005 it 
contains articles about the ‘science of everything’. As with 
other polls it shortlisted fifty or so contenders selected by 
COSMOS experts and put out to public vote. 


The list of 10 favourites was—Southern Bent-wing Bat, 
Dingo, Mountain Pygmy Possum, Rakali, Gilbert's 
Potoroo, Platypus, Dugong, Eastern Barred Bandicoot, 
Northern Quoll and Southern Brown Bandicoot. | haven't 
seen the complete list of contenders which was prepared 
by COSMOS experts, nor the species profiles, so it is 
difficult to understand how the respondents made their 
selections. Photo: Trevor Pescott 


southern Bent-wing Bats in a cave, Stony Rises, 19/6/2010 


Next Fauna Survey 


september Fauna Survey: back to Bambra 
With warmer, drier weather in the coming months it is a good time to continue our surveys of the Bambra area. 
We can decide which site to visit closer to the start, so our meeting place will again be the Bambra hall 
and tennis courts. 
Thursday 8 September—meet at the hall at 1.00 p.m. to put out the Elliott traps. 
Friday 9, Saturday 10 and Sunday 11—meet at the hall at 9.00 a.m. 


18 Geelong Naturalist September 2022 


August bird observations—some highlights 


fter what seems to have been a long cold and wet 

winter, there are the early signs of a shift in weather to 
spring time. The days are rapidly lengthening with sunrise 
before 7 a.m. and sunset after 6 p.m. and we are noting 
the signs of escalating activity in our local avifauna. 


We have had some very interesting bird sightings this 
month. One of the most amazing was a careful observation 
of a Barn Owl seen flying low along Moorabool Street in 
the middle of the day hotly pursued by Little Ravens and 
Australian Magpies. It must have been disturbed from its 
day time roost and made a dash for another location. You 
just never know what unexpected treats await! This month 
seems to also be the month of great numbers of some 
birds being seen. Thanks to our diligent observers, we 
have records of 380 Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos in 
Cargerie, 410 Blue-winged Parrots at Connewarre, 

108 Great Cormorants on the Barwon Estuary, 

82 Royal Spoonbills, with a smattering of Yellow-billed 
Spoonbills, on the western shore of Swan Bay, 

2/ Caspian Terns also roosting at Swan Bay West and a 
flock of more than 60 Red-browed Finches at Lake 
Connewarre. 


Its been pleasing to record several species we associate 
with mid to late August and early September. A Fairy 
Martin along the Barwon River at Merrawarp Road at 
Ceres was a welcome sight and a Shining Bronze- 
Cuckoo calling at Jan Juc was interesting. A beautifully 
plumaged Curlew Sandpiper was seen in flight at Swan 
Island and an Eastern Curlew at Barwon Estuary a most 
reassuring return. Both of these migratory waders are 
critically endangered in our East Asian-Australasian flyway. 
Some birds are already breeding with Black Swans seen 
with cygnets at both Breamlea and Jerringot at Belmont 
Common. Masked Lapwings have been seen with either 
eggs or young runners at various locations across the 
district this month. A New Holland Honeyeater with 
nest-material was seen in Newtown and local observers 
were excited to find recently fledged White-browed 
Scrubwrens at Eclipse Creek in the Brisbane Ranges. 


Despite the records of spring migrants being submitted in 
recent weeks August, we continue to receive records of 
our ‘winter’ birds still persisting in their cold weather 
haunts. Flame Robin records have been received from 
Bellbrae, Connewarre and St Albans Park with continued 
Pink Robins records from the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
as well as Jan Juc and Lake Lorne. We anticipate that 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


these birds will all return to the cooler forests of the Otway 
Ranges and, perhaps, beyond over spring and summer to 
hopefully breed. 


A partially leucistic Australian Magpie at Charlemont, 
sometimes seen as you drive along the Barwon Heads 
Road, is an interesting ongoing record. Gang-gang 
Cockatoos are still being seen with records at Fyansford 
and West Geelong. Several observations of Australian 
Wood Duck from Queenscliff were excellent with this 
species being rarely seen in the Queenscliffe Local 
Government Area (LGA). A Brown Falcon carrying a 
small snake at Connewarre was a wonderful sighting as 
were the Peregrine Falcons at the Brisbane Ranges and 
Queenscliff. Numerous records of majestic Wedge-tailed 
Eagles have been keenly submitted from areas to the 
north of Geelong—Balliang, Rowsley and Brisbane 
Ranges—as well as to the west along the Geelong Ring 
Road and at Ceres on our recent Club excursion as well as 
the birds that persist on the Bellarine Peninsula. 


In late news, at the time of finalising these notes, keen and 
thrilled observers have recorded our first early spring 
(August-September) GFNC record of Pallid Cuckoo on 

1 September calling at Eclipse Creek and, in a very 
exciting development, a conservative initial estimate of 

20 000 Banded Stilts at Lake Murdeduke on 28 August— 
what a stunning sight that must have been! 


Once more we sincerely thank all the members and friends 
who observe and then, most importantly, document and 
submit their bird records to the GFNC web-site hitos:// 
www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations and/or 
eBird Australia hittos://ebird.org/australia/nome and 
remember to log-in to take full advantage of these 
wonderful resources. 


Yellow Robin, Georges Hill, 21/8/22 Photo: George Appleby 


Bird Group excursion 


Thursday 22 September 


Balliang/Eastern Brisbane Ranges—leader Brad Ferrier 


Check email newsletter or the GFNC website for details 


Notice re change of November Bird Group excursion location 

The Bird group excursion to Werribee on 24 November has had to be postponed. We are planning a visit there next 
year instead. However, Lynne Cannard has kindly offered to lead an excursion in Freshwater Creek that day. It will be 
at the Freshwater Creek Riding Club grounds, which is private property, and afterwards at Lynne’s place, where she 
and Colin have done lots of revegetation over many years. Details to follow. Make a note in your diary! 
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Plant Group excursion 
Monday 12 September 2022 
Bellarine Landcare Indigenous Nursery and Belchers Reserve, Drysdale 
Leaders: Fiona Love, Nursery Coordinator; Barry and Bernie Lingham 


The Bellarine indigenous plant nursery is part of a joint initiative between Bellarine Landcare Group and Bellarine 
Secondary College. The nursery produces thousands of seedlings each year for major revegetation projects and home 
gardens. 


The morning will begin with an introduction to the nursery by Fiona Love, Nursery Coordinator. We will then move on to 
explore the adjacent Belchers Reserve which comprises an area of remnant heathy woodland. We'll follow the 
1—1.5 km track through the area taking note of plants observed on our walk. 


Meet: 9.45 a.m. for a 10.00 a.m. start outside the nursery in Belchers Rd, Drysdale. Take the entrance road just past 
the soccer ovals, or park in Belchers Rd. A welcome and safety briefing will be conducted before we begin our 
nursery tour. 


Bring: Morning tea and lunch (if interested in staying on after the excursion). Wet weather gear, solid footwear, hat, 
sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, hand lens, field guides will all be useful. 


Please note that toilet facilities are available on-site (accessed via a flight of stairs). 
Finish: approx. 1.00 p.m. For those wishing to stay on for lunch, we will move to the nearby Basin Reserve. 


RSVP is essential as limited numbers can be accommodated at the nursery. 
Please email or text Bernie Lingham 0447 612 152, bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Plant Group meeting 


Tuesday 13 September 2022 
Reviewing the plants from Belchers Reserve 


7.30 p.m. at the GFNC Club Rooms 


We will be meeting at the GFNC Club Rooms off Holt Rd East Geelong to review and identify plants seen during the 
excursion to Belchers Reserve the previous day. Some specimens will be examined in detail and photographs of 
species will be identified. 


GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 25 September 2022 
Brisbane Ranges National Park—Steiglitz area 


Leader: Barry Lingham 


Note that this date is the fourth Sunday of the month, chosen to coincide with a visit to the area by some participants 
from an international Global Botanic Gardens Congress (GBGC) being held in Melbourne. Members of the Friends of 
Brisbane Ranges plus some GFNC members will assist guiding the visitors for two hours during the afternoon. 


The flora of the Brisbane Ranges is at its spectacular best in spring, so it is a great time to visit. The morning activities 
will involve investigation of the flowering plants and bird life along the Butchers Road zone. 


After lunch at the Bert Boardman Reserve, we will check the locations of flowers nearby. This will allow us to help the 
Friends of BRNP and Parks Victoria rangers to showcase the flora when a bus brings two Royal Botanic Gardens 
guides and up to 20 GBGC participants at 2.30 p.m. They will depart around 4.15 p.m. 


Meet: 9.15 a.m. for departure at 9:30 a.m. at the Steiglitz Cemetery, near the corner of Steiglitz Road and 
Butchers Road. We will convoy along Butchers Rd and stop at several sites before traveling to the Bert 
Boardman Reserve for lunch (toilets at the reserve). 


Note that there could be a group from the FNCV also visiting (due to leave around lunchtime) so parking may 
be difficult. 


At 1.00 p.m. we will walk and investigate the flowers along the route to be followed when the GBGC 
participants arrive. Some GFNC participants may wish to leave at this time but everyone is invited to 
accompany the visitors if they wish. 


Bring: Morning tea, lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, 
field guides. 


Contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 
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Coming events 


SEPTEMBER 2022 

6(Z) General Meeting: Wayne Kosta—Eels of the Barwon 

f Meeting: Program Subcommittee 

8-11 Fauna survey: Bambra 

10-11 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

12 Plant Group: Excursion—Bellarine Landcare Nursery 
and Belchers Reserve 

13 Plant Group: Excursion follow-up meeting 

15(Z) Bird Group: Bradley Clarke-Wood—Australasian 
Bitterns: recent research on an enigmatic species 

17-18  Angair Wildflower Show 

19 Meeting: Publication Subcommittee 

22 Bird Group Excursion: Balliang/East Brisbane Ranges 

20 Excursion: Northern Brisbane Ranges 


30-20ct SEANA camp—Peninsula FNC 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Graham Possingham 
Bernie Lingham 

Rod Lowther 
Graham Possingham 
Chris White 

Naomi Wells 

Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 


OCTOBER 2022 

4(Z) General Meeting: Mark Le Pla—Mammal research in 
Carlisle Heath 

6-9 Fauna survey 

8 eBird Global Big day. Background: hitps://ebird.org/ 
australia/news/october-big-day-2022 

10 Plant Group: Excursion—Bellarine Basin 

11 Plant Group: Excursion follow-up meeting 

16 Excursion: Moggs Creek walk 

17 Meeting: Committee 

20 Bird Group: Jeff Davies—The Compact Australian Bird 
Guide 

24 Meeting: Program Subcommittee 

2/ Bird Group Excursion: Lake Ayrey and Birregurra 


28-31 Great Southern Bioblitz 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2022-2023 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
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craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 
Publications and Communication 


Subcommittee Chair 
Geelong Naturalist Editors 


Librarian 

Web-master 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 

Bird Group excursions 


Deborah Evans 
Chris White 
Bernie Lingham 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 

Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Graham Possingham 
Craig Morley 


Barry Lingham 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Chrissy Freestone 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 
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